Franklin County Commissioners
October 5,  2026 at 9:00 a.m.

Attendance: Commissioner Chair Robert Swainston, Commissioner Zach Stewart, Vic Pearson, County Attorney, and Camille Larsen, Clerk.  Commissioner Zan Bowles excused.

1.	Pledge of Allegiance

2.	North Cache Valley EIS Watershed Agreement.  Ben Sandberg and Chad Brown, Franson Civil Engineers and Daniel Murdock, Natural Resources Conservation Service attended.  Commissioners expressed concern with the Watershed Agreement with regards to the purchasing of property up to $10,000,000, acquire easements, and an opt out terminology.  

Daniel Murdock, NRCS, explained the process that at the beginning of this project, to be able to receive funds, the sponsor needed to have the ability to claim eminent domain and be a tax entity.  However, have determined that the irrigation district can serve as sponsor in the watershed program.  Zach Stewart stated not a problem to being a sponsor, but the way the agreement is written and presented it seems open ended with the Countys responsibility.  Robert Swainston concerned with the agreement being open-ended and have to exercise eminent domain.  Daniel Murdock said the County can relinquish sponsorship at the Construction Phase.  

Chad Brown said the commitment of funds does not come until construction.  Chad Brown also reported the land owners have signed the easements for the pipeline and the flood management is in the public right-of-way and will be replacing existing culverts and up sizing them. 

Vic Pearson, County Attorney, concerned is the $10,000,000 and no opt out terminology. Vic Pearson asked if Cache County has signed off on the Agreement.  They reported they have met with the Cache County Attorney, George Daines, but have not heard back yet.  

It was agreed, at this stage of the project, the County is not obligated for any funds and the County can withdraw as sponsorship at time of Construction Phase and the County will not need to exercise eminent domain.  The Clerk will add to the 2028 Fiscal Year Budget requests $255,000 for the project, in case the County needs to assist.

Zach Stewart made the motion to approve the North Cache Valley EIS Watershed Agreement.  Robert Swainston second.  Vote was unanimous.  

Zach Stewart made the motion to adjourn.  Robert Swainston second.  Vote was unanimous.  Meeting adjourned at 2:40 p.m.  

______________________			______________________
Attest, Camille Larsen			Robert Swainston, Chair
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